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This study is devoted to the continuation of the works on the long-term earthquake prediction method for the Kuril-Kamchatka arc based on laws of the «seismic gaps» and seismic cycle. The long-term earthquake prediction is provided for the seismogenic zone of the Kuril-Kamchatka arc for the five years, 2004-2008. The most probable place of the following M ≥ 7.7 earthquake is Avachinsky gulf and the city of Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky area.

The earthquake MS = 8.1 took place at September 25, 2003 off-shore the south-eastern coast of Hokkaido, near the southern edge of the named prediction area. The long-term earthquake prediction is given for Hokkaido for 2001-2005. The retrospective prediction has shown, that the area of this earthquake was in 2001 the second probable place of the next earthquake M ≥ 7.7 in Pacific seismogenic zone located near Kamchatka, the Kuril islands and Hokkaido.

The results of the method successful application in 1965-2003, its development and combination with the other methods, its use for seismic risk estimation and reduction, the application opportunities in the other regions of world are discussed.

